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NEw LAuREAtE FELLOw
RSb will welcome new Laureate 
Fellow Craig moritz mid-next 
year. Currently Director of the 
museum of Vertebrate Zoology 
at the University of California, 
berkeley, Craig will be based 
in EEG and will hold a joint 
appointment with CSIRO 
Ecosystem Sciences. 

NEw APPOINtmENtS
Following the recent RSb 
recruitment round, the following 
people will start as lab leaders 
in the New Year. 

Justin Borevitz (pS), currently 
at the University of Chicago, 
working in the area of the 
genetics of plants’ adaptation to 
their environment.

Ben Corry (bSb), presently 
an ARC Australian Research 
Fellow at UWA, working on 
membrane ion channels.

Sylvain Foret (EEG), currently 
a Research Fellow with the ARC 
Centre of Excellence for Coral 
Reef Studies, at JCU. Sylvain 
is interested in invertebrate 
evolution and has extensive 
expertise in the analysis of 
biological sequence data.

Alex maier (bSb), presently 
an ARC Australian Research 
Fellow at La Trobe University, 
working on molecular 
mechanisms of malaria 
pathogenesis.

Sarah Pryke (EEG), currently a 
Research Fellow at macquarie 
University, working in the area of bird 
behavior, ecology and evolution.

CONGRAtuLAtIONS
mike Crisp (EEG) has won the Nancy 
burbidge medal of the Australian 
Systematic botany Society.
Julianne Livingston (Jennions Lab, 
EEG) and Catherine Hayes (backwell 
Lab, EEG) were awarded University 
medals for biology at the July 
Graduation Ceremony.
Christina Spry (Kirk & Saliba 
labs, bSb), was awarded best oral 
presentation at the ASmR ACT New 
Investigator Forum. 
Honours student, Zarshis Avari 
(Verma lab, bSb) was awarded the 
Australian Society for microbiology 
NSW-ACT branch Undergraduate 
Student Encouragement Award.
Ashley Jones (Searle lab, pS) 
received a 2011 John Stocker award

mEdIA
Rob magrath and tom Bennett 
(EEG) had significant media coverage 
in response to their media release 
on eavesdropping wrens, including 
print and online media, and a radio 
interview on AbC mornings.
Rowena martin (bSb) was 
interviewed on AbC Radio in a 
segment on how the antimalarial 
drug chloroquine was lost due to drug 
resistance, but found again due to 
Rowena’s work. 
Stefan Broer (bSb) commented on 
stricter labelling food labelling laws.
Gonzalo Estavillo (pS) was featured 
in an ANU media release and the 
online and print Canberra Times for 
being awarded an ACT Tall poppy award.
Celeste Linde (EEG) commented on 
the Tasmanian truffle industry in an 
interview on Landline.
Anastasia dalziell (EEG) commented 
on lyrebird communication on AbC 
online.
Ashley Jones (Searle lab, pS) was 
mentioned in The Australian for being 
the recipient of a 2011 John Stocker 
award.

Giel van dooren (bSb), 
currently an ARC QEII Fellow 
at the University of melbourne, 
working on the biology of the 
protozoan parasite, toxoplasma. 

Richard Callaghan (bSb; 
ANU medical School), presently 
at the University of Oxford, 
working in the area of anticancer 
drug resistance and membrane 
proteins

RSB’S NEw tALL POPPY
Gonzalo Estavillo (pogson lab, 
pS) was awarded an ACT Tall 
poppy award in August for his 
work on plant drought defence 
mechanisms and his teaching 
role with ‘the plant Detectives’. 

EdItOR-IN-CHIEF
Kevin Saliba (bSb) has been 
appointed as Editor-in-Chief of 
a new open-access Elsevier 
journal, International Journal for 
Parasitology: Drugs and Drug 
Resistance. 

NEw BuILdING NAmEd
The Vice-Chancellor has 
approved the naming of building 
134, The Linnaeus building.

OPEN dAY 
RSb participated in the ANU 
Open Day on 27 August with a 
microscope exhibit of insects 
and flowers and a slide show.  
Thanks to dave Rowell for the 
“Introduction to biology” talk and 
also to Susan Howitt, Kiaran 
Kirk, Casey Hamilton, Barbara 
van Leeuwen, Andras Keszei, 
Juliey Beckman, Audrey Chan, 
Esther Rajendran, tiffany 
Russell and dan Starr for 

answering many questions 
from prospective students and 
their parents.

wELCOmE
Jessica mcLaughlin joined 
the magrath Lab (EEG) to 
carry out fieldwork for her 
masters research at the 
University of bristol. 

Heather volk joins us as 
Academic Coordinator for 
the joint bachelor of medical 
Sciences degree with UniSA.

warangkhana 
Pruksarojanakul is joining the 
Cooper lab (pS) as a phD student.

Nicola Aitken will be joining 
the Nicotra lab (EEG) as a 
technical officer.

Panit thamsongsana is 
the new Team Leader of 
the Teaching and Learning 
Administration Team.

FAREwELL
Nicolas Ballois (Solomon lab, 
pS) is returning to France after 
a 2-month stay quantifying 
Mycosphaerella graminicola 
levels in susceptible and 
resistant wheat varieties.

phD student victoria 
Ludowici (Hardham, pS) will 
be leaving Canberra in order to 
write up in the warmer clime of 
Sydney.   

marie mcNamara has left the 
Teaching and Learning Centre 
to join the JAG Finance team.

megan waldhuber has left 
the Teaching and Learning 
Centre to pursue a master of 
pharmacy at the University of 
Canberra.
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GRANt AwARdEd
Susan Howitt and Anna Wilson, 
in collaboration with pam Roberts, 
Gerlese Akerlind, pauline Ross 
and betty Gill, have been awarded 
a Teaching Research - Evaluation 
and Assessment Strategies 
for Undergraduate Research 
Experiences (TREASURE) grant 
of $182,000 from the Australian 
Learning and Teaching Council.

PRESENtAtION
Science and the world’s future 
bruce Alberts, professor Emeritus 
of biochemistry and biophysics, 
University of California; Editor-in-
chief, Science magazine; United 
States Science Envoy
When: 5 - 7 pm, 27 Sept. 2011
Location: CSIRO, Discovery 
Lecture Theatre
RSVp required. Further 
information.  

LAB LEAdER SPOtLIGHt - HANNA KOKKO, EEG
Lab members
• Andrew Kahn, phD
• Jussi Lehtonen phD
• Kate Umbers, post-Doc
• Luke Holman, post-Doc

Currently researching:  Evolutionary ecology. “We are trying to take 
both parts of that phrase seriously because the two levels interact in 
important ways”. 
Lab’s greatest achievement: The Kokko lab is in its early days, but 
Hanna is proud of her work with michael Jennions (EEG), investigating 
spectacular exceptions to the general rules governing sex roles in the 
animal kingdom.
The next big thing:  Applying positive and negative feedback principles 
to individuals and the populations they live in. Hanna says that to date, ecologists have mostly been 
interested in negative feedbacks, neglecting positive feedback.  
“positive feedback in evolutionary ecology can be quite common, but people don’t often call it that. 
Therefore, similar phenomena can happen in different areas and get overlooked,” she explains. 
Science hero:  Having recently read Leaps in the Dark: The making of science reputations, Hanna 
questions the idea of science heroes, saying that “hero might be too strong a word”. 
“basically [the book] dismissed the myth that everyone is against you and your idea,” she explained.
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