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NEW WEBSITE LAUNCHED

RSB’s new-look website has
been launched, bringing the
School in line with the new
ANU branding. Many thanks to
Sharyn Wragg and Kim Holburn
for making this happen.

HANDOVER OF KEYS TO
THE NEW BUILDING

Nine-hundred and fifty concrete
trucks, 400,000 man hours,
24,000 cups of coffee and
54,000 biscuits later, the keys
to the new Biology Building
were handed over to the
University on Friday 1 July.
The Director, expressed the
School’s appreciation to the
many people involved in the
design and construction of the
building, as he received the
keys to the multi-million dollar
facility.

The official opening and naming
ceremony of the building will be
held later in the year, on a date
to be announced.
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BIODIVERSITY INITIATIVE

Owen Atkin’s lab, has been
invited to join an extended

field campaign assessing the
biodiversity and carbon balance
of Amazonian forests. The field
work will focus on collecting
data on rates of leaf respiration,
photosynthesis and related leaf
traits as part of a wider project
supported by organizations in
the USA, UK and local Peruvian
authorities. As part of this work,
Lasantha Weerasinghe and
Odhran O’Sullivan will spend
two months in Southern Peru

to quantify rates of leaf gas
exchange starting mid July 2011.
The lab also recently contributed
data to a new global data base
on plant traits leading to a
publication in Global Change
Biology.

GRANTS

Hanna Kokko, EEG, with
Finnish professors Johanna
Mappes, Jaana Bamford and
Liselotte Sundtrom, have won

a multi-million Euro grant

to form a Finnish Centre of
Excellence network that will
span two Finnish universities
(Jyvaskyla and Helsinki) as well
as the ANU. While Australia is
technically not part of Finland,
we can now expect a stream

of Finnish visitors. Likewise,
students and postdocs who
join the network will have the
opportunity to learn new skills in
Finnish labs.

Sophie Callander (Backwell
and Jennions labs, EEG) has
been awarded a grant by the
Lerner Gray Memorial Fund
of the American Museum of
Natural History.

Sandra Binning (Backwell
and Keogh labs, EEG)

and Dominique Roche
(Jennions lab, EEG) have
received funding from the
Vice-Chancellor and from the
University of Washington to
attend the five-week course
‘Fish Swimming: Kinematics,
ecomorphology, behavior,
and environmental
physiology’ at University of
Washington, Friday Harbor
Laboratories on San Juan
Island, Washington, USA.

WELCOME & NEW
APPOINTMENTS

Thanit Pewnim of Silpakorn
University, Bangkok, Thailand
is visiting the Cooper lab for
one month. He will be working
on isolation of hormones and
immunohistochemistry of
daphniids in relation to the
effects of endocrine disruptors
in waterways.

MEDIA

Hanna Kokko, EEG, media
release: Monogamous queens

help bees cooperate.

Renee Catullo, Keogh lab,
EEG, extensive online and
radio coverage for media
release: Scientists find new

Australian frog.

Stefan Broer, BSB, media
release and article: Can
protein intake control fat? The

weight-loss search continues.

Bill Foley, EEG, multiple
mentions and an interview with
Phillip Adams on Late Night
Live regarding comment on
the mapping of the Eucalyptus
grandis genome.

RESEARCH SCHOOL OF BIOLOGY

NEWSLETTER

CONGRATULATIONS

Gonzalo Estavillo, PS, has been
awarded the Australian Society of
Plant Scientists Teaching Award for
2011.

The ‘plant detectives’ team -
Adrienne Nicotra, EEG, Gonzalo
Estavillo, PS, Ulrike Mathesius,

PS and Beth Beckmann, CEDAM

— have been recognized with a team
citation, and Christopher Fulton,
EEG, with an individual citation in

the 2011 Australian Learning and
Teaching Council (ALTC) Citations for
Outstanding Contributions to Student
Learning.

Sandra Binning, Backwell and Keogh
labs, EEG, was awarded the Michael
Hall Student Innovation Award from
the Australian Society for Fish Biology.

Nadiatul Radzman, Djordjevic

lab, PS, won the Alan H. Gibson
Prize for the best talk at the Sun Fix
Symposium in July in Sydney.

Tegan Dolstra, Martin lab, BSB,

won best poster at the ASMR

New Investigator’s Forum for her
presentation ‘Two to Tango: Just two
mutations are required for chloroquine
transport via the malaria parasite’s
chloroquine resistance transporter’.

Haylee Weaver, Alleva Lab, BSB,
has been awarded The Australian
Biological Resources Study Churchill
Fellowship to clarify the taxonomy
and systematics of acanthocephalan
parasites of Australian tropical fish.

Susan Howitt, BSB, is part of a team
including Philip Poronnik, lan Dawes,
Janet Macaulay, Yvonne Hodgson
and Louise Lutze-Mann, who have
received $100,000 from the Australian
Learning and Teaching Council
(ALTC) to develop the ‘Collaborative
University Biomedical Education
Network (CUBENET).
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HR AND FINANCE HAVE MOVED DESKS IN ROBERTSON

Visiting JAG HR and Finance contacts have moved to the desk in the Director’s Office foyer, outside Steve O’Connor’s office. HR are
available Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9.30am — 12.30pm and Finance are available Wednesday from 1.30pm — 4.30pm.
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